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Name _____________________________

Iowa Fish Identification

I.  Identification Features

	1.  Match the fish fins with the correct definition and location.  

		1.  _____ Anal Fin	A.  Used for upright balance; Located on “top” side of fishes

		2.  _____ Caudal Fin	B.  Used for forward movement; Located on the “back” of fishes

		3.  _____ Dorsal Fin	C.  Used for up and down movements; “Front” paired fins of fishes

		4.  _____ Pectoral Fin	D.  Used to turn, balance, & brake; “Back” paired fins of fishes

		5.  _____ Pelvic Fin	E.  Used to stabilize & steer; Located on bottom of fishes (not paired)

	2.  How are each of the following fish features typically utilized?

		Body Shape	Tall-Bodied : ______________________________________________________

				Slender : _________________________________________________________

				Flattened Bellies / Mouths : __________________________________________

		Mouth 		Upturned (Superior) : _______________________________________________

				Terminal (“Normal”) : ______________________________________________

				Suckers (Inferior) : _________________________________________________

		Body Covering	Scales : __________________________________________________________

				Bony Plates : ______________________________________________________

				Small / Absent Scales : ______________________________________________

		Body Coloring	Stripes / Dark Coloration : ___________________________________________

				Fake “Eye-Spots” : _________________________________________________

				Silvery Iridescence : ________________________________________________

II.  Common Fish Families & Species

	1.  How many fish species are represented in the state of Iowa?

		_______________ species

	2.  Identify characteristics and examples for members of each fish family.

		1.  Catfish Family (Ictaluridae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________

				4.  ___________________________________________________________

			Examples :

			1.  _________________	2.  _________________	3.  _________________
		2.  Minnow Family (Crypinidae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________

				4.  ___________________________________________________________

			Examples :
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		3.  Perch Family (Percidae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________

				4.  ___________________________________________________________

			Examples :

			1.  _________________	2.  _________________	3.  _________________

		4.  Pike Family (Esocidae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________

				4.  ___________________________________________________________

			Examples :

			1.  _________________	2.  _________________	3.  _________________

		5.  Suckers Family (Catostomidae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________

				4.  ___________________________________________________________

			Examples :

			1.  _________________	2.  _________________	3.  _________________

		6.  Sunfish Family (Centrarchidae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________

				4.  ___________________________________________________________

			Examples :

			1. ___________ 2. ___________ 3. ___________ 4. ___________ 5. ___________

		7.  Temperate Bass Family (Percichthyidae) - “Sea Bass”

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________

				4.  ___________________________________________________________

			Examples :

			1.  _________________	2.  _________________	3.  _________________

		8.  Trout Family (Salmonidae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________

				4.  ___________________________________________________________

			Examples :

			1.  _________________	2.  _________________	3.  _________________

III.  Other Fish Families & Species

	1.  Identify characteristics for each type of primitive fish.

		1.  Bowfin (Amiidae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________




		2.  Paddlefish (Polyodontidae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________

		3.  Gar (Lepisostedidae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________

		4.  Sturgeon (Acipenseridae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________

	2.  Identify characteristics for each type of miscellaneous fish.

		1.  Freshwater Drum (Sciaenidae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________

		2.  Gizzard Shad (Clupeidae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________

		3.  Stickleback (Gasterosteidae)

			Characteristics :

				1.  ___________________________________________________________

				2.  ___________________________________________________________

				3.  ___________________________________________________________
		


