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TIowa Soils & Geology

1. Soil Profile

1. Identify what each soil horizon layer is also known as is and what is found in each layer.
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II. Typical Iowa Soils

1. What are the percentages of each soil type found in Iowa?

1. Loess 3 7. S 9% 2. Glacial Till 2.5, S % 3. Alluvium 0. [ %
4. Sand/Gravel L{ ¥ 1«2 9% 5. Paleosols L/ O _1-U % 6. Bedrock -7 %

7. Fine Sand l ‘f

2. Identify the components of the three major types of Iowa soils.
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3. Define the term paleosol. f
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1. Identify the seven major topographic regions of Iowa.

I11. Towa Geology
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2. Match each type of topographic region in Iowa with how it formed geologically.

1. r_b_ Alluvial Plains A. Ridged mud flats from glacial meltwater flooding

2. ___C__ Des Moines Lobe B. Subtle topography with limited glaciation or erosion
3. @ " Iowan Surface C. Last part of state touched by glaciers (12,000 years ago)
4, i Loess Hills D. River valleys filled with deposits of sand, silt, & clay

5. Gc Northwest lowa Plains E. Lacks glacial deposits; Ancient sedimentary bedrock

7

6. - Paleozoic Plateau F. Majority of the state; Oldest glacial drift of the state

7. 'F« Southern Towa Drift Plain  G. Blend of terrain from multiple glacial drift events

3. List the type of landform materials, type of terrain, native plant life, common fauna, and
current usage for each topographic region of lowa.
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