Name ______________________


Mineral Identification (p. 68 – 72)

I.  Physical Properties

1.  List six physical properties used to identify minerals.



1.  ________________________________
4.  ________________________________

2.  ________________________________
5.  ________________________________

3.  ________________________________
6.  ________________________________


2.  Why can’t color alone be used to identify most minerals?



________________________________________________________________________


3.  Define the term hardness.



Hardness – 


4.  The softest known mineral is _________ and hardest known mineral is _______________.


5.  What is the Moh’s Hardness Scale?



________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________


6.  A mineral can scratch any mineral harder than itself.



Circle One : 
True

False


7.  Define the term luster.



Luster – 


8.  Minerals containing metals often have a shiny luster.



Circle One :
True 

False


9.  Give examples of terms for nonmetallic luster.



________________
________________
________________
________________


10.  Define the term specific gravity.



Specific Gravity – 


11.  Write the equation for determining specific gravity (density).



Specific Gravity = 


12.  Define the term streak.



Streak – 


13.  Determine the streak for the following minerals.



Gold = ______________________
Pyrite (Fool’s Gold) = ______________________


14.  Define the term cleavage and give an example of mineral that exhibits cleavage.



Cleavage – 



Example = ________________________


15.  Define the term fracture and give an example of mineral that exhibits fracture.



Fracture – 



Example = ________________________


16.  List five other properties used to identify minerals.  (Not all found in the book.)



1.  __________________________________



2.  __________________________________



3.  __________________________________



4.  __________________________________



5.  __________________________________

