Arachnid / Insect Identification Project

Worldwide, over 1.5 million species have been identified.  Of those organisms, 90% are insects and 100,000 species are arachnids.  Insects and arachnids encompass all continents except Antarctica.  Beyond plants, arachnids and insects occupy the first trophic level of energy consumption within ecosystems.  Therefore, arachnids and insects are essential to life on this planet.  To better understand arachnid and insect identification, you will be assigned a identification poster project.  This project is due in 2 weeks.  It is a good idea to start collecting specimens as soon as possible for this project, since a hard freeze could kill insect populations relatively soon.  You will need to fulfill the following the criteria :

1.  Collect 25 arachnid / insect specimens. (No partial specimens allowed)

2.  Glue all specimens and tags to a foamboard poster.  (Elmer’s works well)
3.  Type out a tag for each specimen. (See tag examples below)


Scientific Name ___________________________________

Common Name ___________________________________

Date / Location Found ___________________________________

4.  Use an identification book or online source to identify each of your specimens.
5.  Create a title (typed) for the poster.

GRADING RUBRIC

EX = Exceeding

MT = Meeting

DV = Developing

BG = Beginning
- Typed or Stenciled Title

- Typed or Stenciled Title

- Handwritten Title

- No Title
- 25 Specimens Present

- 25 Specimens Present

- 18 or Less Specimens

- 12 or Less Specimens 
- 25 Specimens Deceased

- 25 Specimens Deceased

- 18 or Less Deceased

- 12 or Less Deceased
- Tags Filled Out Completely
- Tags Filled Out Completely
- Tags Missing 1 Item

- Tags Missing 1+ Items
- Accurate Identification

- Accurate Identification

- 18 or Less Accurate

- 12 or Less Accurate
- Orderly Display Of Specimens
- Orderly Display Of Specimens
- Orderly Display Of Specimens
- Disorganized Display
- Color Accent Borders Present
- Color Accent Borders Present
- Minimal Color Added

- Plain Background Only

- Detailed & Neat Appearance
- Detailed & Neat Appearance
- Messy Appearance

- Messy Appearance




- 1 Aspect Missing From Above

***** If you think something may be poisonous, DO NOT TOUCH IT! *****

*****  Ask if you have questions about any type of arachnid / insect! *****
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Arachnid / Insect Identification Project Grading

	Performance Element
	Points Possible
	Points Earned
	Comments

	Specimen 1
	5
	
	

	Specimen 2
	5
	
	

	Specimen 3
	5
	
	

	Specimen 4
	5
	
	

	Specimen 5
	5
	
	

	Specimen 6
	5
	
	

	Specimen 7
	5
	
	

	Specimen 8
	5
	
	

	Specimen 9
	5
	
	

	Specimen 10
	5
	
	

	Specimen 11
	5
	
	

	Specimen 12
	5
	
	

	Specimen 13
	5
	
	

	Specimen 14
	5
	
	

	Specimen 15
	5
	
	

	Specimen 16
	5
	
	

	Specimen 17
	5
	
	

	Specimen 18
	5
	
	

	Specimen 19
	5
	
	

	Specimen 20
	5
	
	

	Specimen 21
	5
	
	

	Specimen 22
	5
	
	

	Specimen 23
	5
	
	

	Specimen 24
	5
	
	

	Specimen 25
	5
	
	

	Specimen 26
	5
	
	

	Specimen 27
	5
	
	

	Specimen 28
	5
	
	

	Specimen 29
	5
	
	

	Specimen 30
	5
	
	

	Specimen 31
	5
	
	

	Specimen 32
	5
	
	

	Specimen 33
	5
	
	

	Specimen 34
	5
	
	

	Specimen 35
	5
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Title
	5
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Workmanship
	10
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Accuracy
	10
	
	

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	
	


