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Iowa Fish Identification
I. Identification Features
1. Match the fish fins with the correct definition and location.

1. ___E; Anal Fin A. Used for upright balance; Located on “top” side of fishes
2 _& Caudal Fin B. Used for forward movement; Located on the “back” of fishes
3. __A__ Dorsal Fin C. Used for up and down movements; “Front” paired fins of fishes
4. __L Pectoral Fin D. Used to turn, balance, & brake; “Back” paired fins of fishes
5. D.p

Pelvic Fin E. Used to stabilize & steer; Located on bottom of fishes (not paired)

2. How are each of the following fish features typically utilized? A ‘3
- [Aern \(\{
Body Shape  Tall-Bodied : _ A [4&51 £y slew-woviay wodery (compesyed

Slender : /A Qa Q‘\(’& to  moving waders (4 (.:}re‘z KCAL{:.)F -)
Flattened Bellies / Mouths : Rs Hﬁ.» vJe“\ N (S% wrgec 4\\

Mouth Upturned (Superior) : gmr gu ¢ - *CuQ\q "C\ oA ]\
Terminal (“Normal”) : "cl Wi l[e c -f‘{ 1 h (f' & C\*\, heusy e u&)
Suckers (Inferior) : @o ‘H\n YAl {:Q‘li\ et f L

Body Covering Scales : Puw[ec‘{‘w« ( “wmost { L\
Bony Plates : Prte tina  (Shovelwire Shurseon \

€T
Small / Absent Scales : M uwcug qufw\L —  pyev? \A- u\tzcjrnw\

Body Coloring Stripes / Dark Coloration : G-.m(, u.-( ( = ei Jm eyce. m imr( er:)le‘rJ‘
Fake “Eye-Spots” : ( o ““L&‘Q f.J m&f\m‘ )

Silvery Iridescence : L\q \\“\- e ’( le C“r\ G r. Cow (‘u\.\ e Upr* ch.\u Dy
[I. Common Fish Families & Species

1. How many fish species are represented in the state of Iowa?

/ Lf(%’ species

2. Identify characteristics and examples for members of each fish family.
1. Catfish Family (Ictaluridae)
Characteristics :
1. __AJo Sc ey
2 E’u\ k—\- ~§ er\\j db\\sk@ﬂ' f..AQ(LQlJ_j
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4

&CQ\M G G belood Jorsel Ln

Examples :
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2. Minnow Family (Crypinidae)

Characteristics :

1. ?cm\e\@&& L\@uQ\

2 Tu“\ oo ) S

3. _Lecks cxnraemﬂe-am at lheve of (‘& vic Toag

4 g\m\\e Sofv-\~ cﬂqr_rm\ Lon (less thew (0 rm\;J\

Examples :
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3. Perch Family (Percidae)

Characteristics :
1. S(e“c r/ Q\owxw\e& Q eQ\QQ
2. Lc-rf\e bone on q(l( Cever ( u“d Al +J’1 NL\
SA&L . Sf‘\l\\f nar‘\T d'( CQARSA_\ J;\f\ C’_{Qpc\(‘o\“{c&3
5. SLE rc\;{\s- St spines

Examples : “CNeo adiprl £

1. L&.\O\“Q\}(Q 2. S\a_u\‘t}c(_ 3. ?Q((Ovj PngL
4. Pike Family (Esocidae) ( Bﬁ*‘\é‘-ﬂ

Characteristics :

1. LO L, QVI\«\u(‘ ccv\ L) ':E'QA

2. gt\avﬁr (;Qgr\&\ £ (?«:c‘ bade o L)Oc \
3. tla:\'LeMg hed |

& Duckbill-shoged jaws (uery sheeo ulh)

Examples :
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5. Suckers Family (Catostomidae)

Characteristics :

1. Mow'\’('\ (\AV\}Q(‘J\EL\ Tr&"eﬂ wil ?erlw 1 N‘
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6. Sunfish Family (Centrarchidae)

Characteristics : ( contiaug \J\JB

1. Al lenst ova spine =+ Leord of docrad £in o
2. h&(’ { Comg J:Jc& L\ci\; (I dec. )
3. PJJ C (‘\\v\\ G\HNZL-&\\ Qr 3 C uwg\Z;l?ﬁf be’jsﬂ
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(S Ut/ Lor (AL )
7. TemBérz;}fe Bdss P:lamlly (Percichthyidae) - “Sea Bass”

Characteristics :

gn ﬁ\l“rkvég JVN\S\'\
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4. '—T:_m ﬂu(\m\ QY\Y_( 1013 smﬂfu /7) 3»” “’—‘

[e—

Examples : 'f u)/ et seft o
1 Whike Russ 2. Yellow Bugys 5. Stetal R -
8. Trout Family (Salmonidae) CHybesd)

Characteristics :

L_On\y  cddueadec QQM‘E\Sl\ e L ewa

2. S(cnskev wat —\ww ceeles Ceka\v\t be QV

3. Hool(e& lowec \cruu

4. AL nc&e {\f\ ‘OQL\(Y\Q\ OQOSIS'KK (‘ A
Examples :
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1. Other Fish Families & Species

1. Identify characteristics for each type of primitive fish.
1. Bowfin (Amiidae)
Characteristics :
1. “\arLL alive ga&\, w ot Crﬁmm“@c[orﬁc& belly
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2. Paddlefish (Polyodontidae)

Characteristics :
g(d‘e—\rw 5 qfwruwe (€ ley Lighdec &wdcl\L
2. Immm«e\\f e(cw\ﬁ\«u\‘a(’L Spasdt ((w\l g L cover \\
3. Secale le;y b l gsinmiiN Aol dL\J\

3. Gar (Lepisostedidae)

Characteristics :

L _Shoet seeod o beoed (Shorbnure gor)
Sr\o»-’\ [04\3—(— ne ¢ CaJ (LJJ\I\‘\/\O}[Q r;a(‘\
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4. Sturgeon (Acipenseridae) _ \5 e
Characteristics : C Shevelnose S*‘wf)euv»)

S Db olive cdor (1 Cy e L)
2. Ccuew_& \A\r [/\Cﬂ,\:q D 'O)le {LQ TCL&
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2. Identify characteristics for each type of miscellaneous fish.

JM '

1. Freshwater Drum (Sciaenidae)

Characteristics : ( l,\ww,‘o “la& lua (<>
1. Hug\_\- (o ,& S‘ope 5{~1Lp (—Qmw\ c\m‘\k:\' el L)rsw Q‘fz
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£ ol
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2. Gizzard Shad (Clupeidae) e

Characteristics :
1. TY rJ\Cw\ ‘\QVP\‘!\‘\ kd l S‘\“Y’Q (oLee A ‘r {&‘k ’\“y CuW 2
2. S [\iem,r L\l\kf L)&xt(k § [Ue“‘f S\cﬂed“ 4 W L\‘l{ B ((
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3. Stickleback (Gasterosteidae)

Characteristics :
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