Name ______________________


Middle & Recent Earth History (p. 408 – 413)

I.  The Mesozoic Era

1.  Define the term Mesozoic Era.



Mesozoic Era – 


2.  What is the time span of the Mesozoic Era?



______________________________________

3.  What two large landmasses did Pangaea split into during the Mesozoic Era?



1.  ___________________________
2.  ___________________________


4.  Circle the letter of the type of organism that was most successful during the Mesozoic Era.



a.  Insects



b.  Fishes



c.  Amphibians



d.  Reptiles


5.  List two adaptations that enabled reptiles to adapt to drier climates of the Mesozoic Era.



1.  ___________________________
2.  ___________________________


6.  All dinosaurs lived at the same throughout the Mesozoic Era.



Circle One : 

True

False


7.  List four characteristics of dinosaurs that made them evolutionarily successful.



1.  _____________________________________________________________________



2.  _____________________________________________________________________



3.  _____________________________________________________________________



4.  _____________________________________________________________________


8.  Match the Mesozoic Period with the correct evolutionary or geologic events.



1.  _____ - Triassic

A.  First angiosperms; Dinosaurs in strained environment



2.  _____ - Jurassic

B.  First birds appear; Dinosaurs are largest; Rocky Mts. rise



3.  _____ - Cretaceous
C.  First dinosaurs appear; First mammals appear


9.  Some scientists believe that birds evolved from small, meat-eating dinosaurs.



Circle One : 

True

False


10.  List two adaptations that enabled mammals to survive during the Mesozoic Era.



1.  ___________________________
2.  ___________________________


11.  Define the term gymnosperm.



Gymnosperm – 


12.  Define the term angiosperm.



Angiosperm – 


13.  What is one hypothesis for the mass extinction at the end of the Cretaceous Period?



________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________

II.  The Cenozoic Era


1.  Define the term Cenozoic Era.



Cenozoic Era – 


2.  What is the time span of the Cenozoic Era?



______________________________________


3.  Which three major mountain ranges formed during the Cenozoic Era?



1.  _____________________
2.  _____________________
3.  _____________________


4.  Match the Cenozoic Period with the correct evolutionary or geologic events.



1.  _____ - Tertiary

A.  Humans dominate the planet; Neanderthal extinction



2.  _____ - Quaternary
B.  Mammals grow to huge sizes; Many different climates


5.  How did Earth’s climate change in the Quaternary Period?



________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________


6.  How long ago did the first humans (Homo sapiens) appear?



__________________________________

