Plant Identification Project

Part of the study of biology involves grouping and classification of organisms.  Carolus Linnaeus created a well-accepted binomial system of classification.  Classification of organisms helps make sense of which organisms are most similar or dissimilar, which organisms are genetically and evolutionarily related, and a general understanding of nature.  Plant identification can be more than basic classification.  Plant identification can help you survive, prevent you from dying, or help you avoid injury or infection.  Some plants are edible and a source of food, some are poisonous, some are a source of medicine, and some can cause minor to severe irritation.  To better understand plant identification, you will be assigned a herbarium book project.  A herbarium book is a collection of dry, flattened leaves (and petioles) that are glued to paper and identified with tags.  This project is due in 3 weeks.  It is a good idea to start collecting specimens early for this project, since the leaves will need to be flattened and dried to make it easier to glue them to papers in your book.  You will need to fulfill the following the criteria :

1.  Collect 35 plant specimens. (Leaves, Stems, and Flowers if possible / No roots or bark)

2.  Flatten and dry specimens for one week. (Use newspapers and heavy, flat objects like books)

3.  Glue (not glue sticks) each specimen to a separate page of paper.  (Elmer’s works well.)

4.  Type out a tag for each specimen. (Use the template below)


Scientific Name ___________________________________

Common Name ___________________________________

Location Found ___________________________________


Date Found ___________________________________


Reasons For Identification :



1.  ___________________________________



2.  ___________________________________



3.  ___________________________________









Page Number _____

5.  Use an identification book to identify each of your specimens.
6.  On your identification tags, list 3 reasons you identified the plant as you did.


(Use objective reasoning.  Examples : Alternate leaves, Compound leaves, Yellow Petals)


(Do not use fluff.  Examples : It is pretty, Looks like a maple, My dad said so)

7.  Glue each tag on the lower right side of each page.

8.  Create a cover page and bind the book together.

GRADING RUBRIC

EX = Exceeding

MT = Meeting

DV = Developing

BG = Beginning
- Artistic Cover Page

- Plain Cover Page

- Cover Page Missing

- Cover Page Missing
- 35 Specimens Present

- 35 Specimens Present

- 25 or Less Specimens

- 15 or Less Specimens 
- Tags Filled Out Completely
- Tags Filled Out Completely
- Tags Missing 3 Items

- Tags Missing 3+ Items
- Plant Label On Top Of Pages 
- Plant Label Missing 

- Plant Label Missing

- Plant Label Missing
- Accurate Identification

- Accurate Identification

- 25 or Less Accurate

- 15 or Less Accurate
- Displayed in 3-Ring Binder
- Displayed in 3-Ring Binder
- Displayed in 3-Ring Binder
- No Binder
- Plastic Sleeves Present

- No Plastic Sleeves Present
- No Plastic Sleeves Present
- No Plastic Sleeves Present
- Detailed & Neat Appearance
- Detailed & Neat Appearance
- Messy Appearance

- Messy Appearance

***** If you think something may be poisonous, DO NOT TOUCH IT! *****

*****  Ask if you have questions about any type of plant! *****

Plant Identification Project Grading

	Performance Element
	Points Possible
	Points Earned
	Comments

	Specimen 1
	5
	
	

	Specimen 2
	5
	
	

	Specimen 3
	5
	
	

	Specimen 4
	5
	
	

	Specimen 5
	5
	
	

	Specimen 6
	5
	
	

	Specimen 7
	5
	
	

	Specimen 8
	5
	
	

	Specimen 9
	5
	
	

	Specimen 10
	5
	
	

	Specimen 11
	5
	
	

	Specimen 12
	5
	
	

	Specimen 13
	5
	
	

	Specimen 14
	5
	
	

	Specimen 15
	5
	
	

	Specimen 16
	5
	
	

	Specimen 17
	5
	
	

	Specimen 18
	5
	
	

	Specimen 19
	5
	
	

	Specimen 20
	5
	
	

	Specimen 21
	5
	
	

	Specimen 22
	5
	
	

	Specimen 23
	5
	
	

	Specimen 24
	5
	
	

	Specimen 25
	5
	
	

	Specimen 26
	5
	
	

	Specimen 27
	5
	
	

	Specimen 28
	5
	
	

	Specimen 29
	5
	
	

	Specimen 30
	5
	
	

	Specimen 31
	5
	
	

	Specimen 32
	5
	
	

	Specimen 33
	5
	
	

	Specimen 34
	5
	
	

	Specimen 35
	5
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Cover Page
	5
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Workmanship
	10
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Accuracy
	10
	
	

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	
	


