Name ______________________


Reducing Solid Waste
I.  Generation Of Waste

1.  Define the term solid waste.



Solid Waste – 


2.  What are two reasons that waste disposal is getting more difficult to combat?


1.  _____________________________________________________________________



2.  _____________________________________________________________________


3.  How many pounds of waste are produced each day by each person in the United States?


____________ pounds
II.  Not All Wastes Are Equal

1.  What is the difference between biodegradable and non-biodegradable material (and list 


     examples of each type of material)?


Biodegradable : _________________________________________________________



Examples : ________________________________________________________



Non-Biodegradable : _____________________________________________________



Examples : ________________________________________________________

2.  Why are plastic wastes a problem?



________________________________________________________________________
III.  Solid Waste Management

1.  What percentage of waste in the United States is :


Recycled : ________%

Sent To Landfills : ________%

2.  What has happened to the number of active landfills in the United States?


________________________________________________________________________

3.  What are two advantages and disadvantages of using waste incinerators?



Advantages



1.  _____________________________________________________________________



2.  _____________________________________________________________________



Disadvantages



1.  _____________________________________________________________________



2.  _____________________________________________________________________

IV.  Methods To Reduce Solid Waste

1.  Define the term source reduction.



Source Reduction - 


2.  List five common sense approaches to reduce solid waste usage.



1.  _____________________________________________________________________



2.  _____________________________________________________________________



3.  _____________________________________________________________________



4.  _____________________________________________________________________



5.  _____________________________________________________________________


3.  Define the term recycling.



Recycling - 


4.  How much less energy is needed to manufacture products from recycled materials?



Aluminum : ________%
Paper : ________%
Steel : ________%


5.  Define the term compost.


Compost - 


6.  List five benefits of composting.



1.  _____________________________________________________________________



2.  _____________________________________________________________________



3.  _____________________________________________________________________



4.  _____________________________________________________________________


5.  _____________________________________________________________________

V.  Changing The Materials We Use

1.  How are photodegradable and green plastics good for the environment?


Photodegradable Plastics : __________________________________________________




__________________________________________________________________



Green Plastics : __________________________________________________________




__________________________________________________________________


2.  What is a problem with using degradable plastics?



________________________________________________________________________
